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was to be a very impersonal one. In a sense, he was never
to be himself, for part of himself, the emotional part, had to
be buried, lest it interfere with his life's work.
There never lived a soul who craved more for affection
than this man who has been denied the capacity for even
feeling it. Yet he was not to be permitted to find the ideal
in any due intimate relationship of life. It was again part
of the scheme of his destiny. Had it been otherwise, his
ambitions would likely have centred round the object of his
affectioti, his horizon have become narrowed, and a great
driving force have been lost to the outside world.
It must not be supposed, however, that Arthur Wellesley
passed through life unloved. On the contrary, he inspired
in the hearts of his intimates, and those who surrounded him,
a devotion which fell little short of worship, and though denied
the perfect personal affection he was rich in the love of friends.
But to return to the soft mists of Ireland, and a rather
lonely little boy, who annoyed his mother with ** his slow
thick speech and dull manner which gave him an air of
stupidity".1 Yet this little boy was far from stupid, and
underneath his unpromising exterior lay the chrysalis of his
brilliance, waiting until the time of full development should
be accomplished. For that which is lasting comes slowly to
maturity.
Arthur commenced his education at the Diocesan school
of Meath, of which period there is nothing to record. From
there he went to a preparatory school at Chelsea, an episode
likewise barren of noteworthy incident.
.His next adventure into the scholastic world was at Eton,
where it would be impossible for anyone to have had a less
distinguished career. " His habits ... in school and out
of school, are stated to have been those% of a dreamy, idle
and shy lad ... he walked generally alone, often bathed
alone, and seldom took part either in the cricket matches, or
the boat-races. . . ."2
1 Sir Herbert Maxwell, Vol. /, p. 4.               * Gleig, p. 4,
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